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what they regarded as a sign of weakness, and by July 1934 the
Government had apparently come to the same conclusion. While
acts of violence attributed to Nazis decreased in number during the
first three weeks of July, the Austrian police were aware that the
smuggling of explosive material across the frontier was still going
on,1 and on the 12th July a decree was issued making death the only
penalty for using explosives, or even for being in possession of
explosive materials after the lapse of a short period of grace during
which such materials might be surrendered. This decree convinced
the Nazis that the days of lenient treatment were over and that the
authors of bomb outrages who fell into the hands of the police must
henceforth expect a short shrift. Special apprehension was felt
regarding the fate of seven Nazis whose trial by court martial had
been appointed to begin in Vienna on the 20th July. On the 19th
this trial was the subject of a broadcast speech by Herr Frauenfeld
(who had escaped to Germany in May 1934) in which he declared
that the outcome of the trial would decide the fate of Dr. Dollfuss
and his system, since a Government which dared to condemn these
Nazi prisoners would be swept away on a tide of popular resentment.
On the 23rd July another Austrian refugee, speaking from Munich,
proclaimed the rapid approach of 'the day of judgment for Herr
Dollfuss'. The seven Nazis who were tried in Vienna on the 20th
July had committed their offences before the 12th July and the
court martial sentenced two of them to terms of imprisonment, while
the rest were remitted to an ordinary court. There were, however,
a number of other Nazis who had been arrested in possession of
explosives since the new decree came into force and who had there-
fore incurred the death penalty. On the 24th July the decree was
applied for the first time against two Socialists who were convicted
of having explosives in their possession and who were condemned
to death for this offence. One of the two condemned men was hanged
within a few hours of sentence being passed, though the other was
reprieved. These events formed the immediate background to the
Nazi Putsch of the 25th July, 1934.

1 This smuggling culminated in an incident which caused something of an
international sensation. On the 22nd July, 1934, the Swiss authorities seized
a motor-boat on Lake Constance containing a large consignment of explosives
and arrested three Nazis who admitted their intention of smuggling the
material into Austrian territory. After the Putsch of the 25th July, 1934,
large stocks of munitions were found in the premises of the Alpine Montan-
gesellschaft at Leoben. This firm was the most important steel and iron com-
pany in Austria, and in 1924 a controlling interest in it had been acquired by
a G-erman firm. In 1934 practically all the directors and higher officials were
Nazis, as well as a majority of the workers employed.